WV FEMA Map Partners Conference Call Report
April 2, 2007

Participants:

Robert Perry, WV OHSEM


Joe Mazgaj, WV OHSEM

Craig Neidig, WV SAMB


Eric Hopkins, WVU GIS Tech Center


Robert Pierson, FEMA Region III

Janette Bennett, CVI


Todd Miller, CVI

Updates:

· Craig reported that the WV Legislature and Governor have signed a bill extending the State Addressing and Mapping Board (SAMB).

· Todd reported that CVI and Watershed Concepts have completed redelineation of the A, AE and 500-yr boundaries for Gilmer county, and draft panels will probably be ready in June.  The work in Preston county is underway; Thrasher Engineering is doing the checkpoint survey in preparation for detailed study using LiDAR in urbanizing watersheds.  Approximately studies in rural areas will be updated using the WV SAMB 3 meter data.  Todd and Tim Keaton just met with local floodplain managers in Preston County to put together an outreach strategy.   They are hoping to sign Intergovernmental Agreements between the municipalities and the county enabling the county to permit and enforce development permits in the floodplain.
· WVU is completing 14 counties.  
· Morgan, Taylor and Jefferson:  drafts will to go AMEC for review in April

· Berkeley, Taylor, Grant and Hardy:  drafts for review in August

· Mineral, Tucker, Barbour, Lewis, Randolph, Pendleton, Mon and Upshur-  pending further funding from FEMA.
· Robert reported that the preliminary Kanawha county DFIRM s are 30 days into the 90 day comment period.  New topography (2 and 4 ft contours) were provided by the assessor.  50 square miles, and a significant number of homes, have been added to the floodplain, although in some areas flood depths are less than 1 ft.  This may require FEMA to issue many LOMA’s.  Robert is trying to help resolve the issue.  Jerry Gilbert of Engineering Perfection 2000 has been interested in helping some of the mayors do outreach about the new floodplain boundaries.

· Joe Mazgaj asked if there were courses online about how to use new DFIRMS.  Robert and Todd said that they are putting together such a course for floodplain managers, which CVI will provide with FEMA funding.  

· Eric also mentioned the new online mapping tool, and invited everyone to review.  It is available at: http://www.mapwv.gov/flood/.   Todd mentioned that he would use the tool in the “how to use the new DFIRM” course CVI is putting together in coordination with the State Floodplain Management Program.

· Craig reported that the contract for NAIP aerial photography for WV has still not been signed due to lack of federal budget.  They are reviewing bids and will make a selection next week.   Photography would take place in July.  NAIP is planned to be 1 meter, but Craig is hoping they can upgrade to 2 ft (horizontal) by re-sampling.   

· Robert reported that the preliminary maps for Logan county (produced through straight conversion) are out for review.

· Asked about the status of Map Mod and the FEMA budget, Robert Pierson explained that the original Map Mod budget was a 5-year lump sum, ending in 2008.  They are now creating a plan for Map Mod II with another 5-year lump sum budget that would begin in 2009.  It would probably focus on detailed studies to fine tune DFIRMs.     

· Robert Perry was concerned that West Virginia would not have a strong competitive edge for study dollars in Map Mod II, and that it would probably be difficult to obtain FEMA funds for studies in WV using the current funding formulas.  

· Robert Perry noted that Pocahontas county is the last one without a contract in place to convert their maps to DFIRMs.  Robert Pierson said Pocahontas was in FEMA’s plan for DFIRM conversion in 2007 through a new mapping contractor.  Todd mentioned that CVI already had LiDAR elevation data for upper Knapps Creek in Pocahontas county, which FEMA could take advantage of. 

· The next conference call was scheduled for 11 AM on Monday, June 18 (due to other conferences and trainings the first two Mondays in June).

