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Federal Empowerment Zones:  [Tom Holder, WVDO]  These are economically distressed urban/metropolitan areas or neighborhoods designated by the Governor and HUD as redevelopment areas under the Federal Enterprise Zone Act.  They must have an active redevelopment organization and long range plan for the area and are eligible to receive up to $90 million in grants over 10 years to implement the plan. There is only one in the state - the Huntington-Ironton area.  Info about the Huntington/Ironton Zone may be found at http://www5.hud.gov/urban/tour/maintemplate.asp?state=WV&community=Ironton_Huntington&info1=Round+I+EC&info1=Round+II+EZ&ID=54066600001. Ralph Goolsby, manager of the Local Capacity Development Unit of our Office, is responsible for this program (558-4010).  

 

Enterprise Communities:  [Tom Holder, WVDO]  These are economically distressed rural areas/small towns designated by the Governor and USDA as redevelopment areas under the Federal Enterprise Zone Act.  There are 3 of these in the state - McDowell County, Upper Kanawha Valley Enterprise Community, and Central Appalachia Enterprise Community.  You can find info about them at http://www.ezec.gov/ezec/WV/wv.html.  Ralph Goolsby is also responsible for this program (558-4010).
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