Metadata Notes

by Nicole Edwards 3/20/00

Isite software is set up on Bytor, an NT machine.

Metedata records can be created by editing an existing record, or, if you want to start fresh, try a metadata editor such as tkme (available from FGDC web site).

After the record is created it needs to pass through MP (metadata parser), a software program also available from FGDC.   If errors occur while in MP, you can either (1) edit the record manually and try MP again, or use another software program called CNS (chew and spit) which will make your metadata readable by MP.

Once you get your record through MP with no errors you need to use MP to produce the three files necessary for the clearinghouse.  Every metadata record must be present in .txt, .sgml, and .html file types.  MP can output each of these.

It is necessary to index the metadata files so they can be “seen” by the isite zserver software, and thus retrieved by someone using the Clearinghouse.  Indexing need only be done when you have created new records you want to be made available for searching.  Put all of the metadata files in the folder where they will be indexed.  We have set this folder up on Bytor as c:\metadata.  Next run the iindex command to index the metadata files.  Frank has created a batch file to run the indexing software—you just need to type index from any command line (i.e., dos prompt).  However, if you were going to do it manually the command would look something like:

iindex –d /isite/index/techcenter –t fgdc –o fieldtype=fgdc.fields *.sgml

The name of the index you are creating/recreating is techcenter and the actual index files (not the metadata records) are stored in a directory called c:\isite\index.  It will be necessary to close and restart the zserver after re-indexing metadata files.

All isite programs are found in a directory called c:\isite\bin.

In order for our node to be seen on the Clearinghouse network we need to have the zserver running at all times.  To start the zserver, simply type zserver at the command prompt (i.e., dos prompt) and leave the dos window open (minimized) so that the zserver will always be running in the background.  If you need to stop the zserver, type ^c at the dos prompt in the dos window.

That is the basic metadata structure.  For more details/specifics on any of this there is a folder in my filing cabinet labeled “metadata/web.”  I have printed out a lot of the commands and software details.  

Enjoy

