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Our Vision

To deliver world-class customer service with user-friendly geographic information products that advance communication, data sharing, and technology integration for enhanced, innovative transportation decision-making in Pennsylvania.
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The Geographic Information Division at the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation is comprised of three integrated business functions.
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Cartographic Information Section (CIS)
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The CIS achieves its mission by offering a variety of products to Commonwealth agencies and citizens of Pennsylvania.  Products include the Official Transportation and Tourism Map, the Truckers’ Guide, General Highway Series County Maps, Traffic and State Route Maps, and a Political Subdivision Map.  The section also provides support in the production of county and statewide Traffic Volume Maps.  Public roads, rivers, streams, lakes, dams, and legislative and political boundaries are some of the features compiled and digitally maintained by the CIS to compose these and many other products.

The CIS also offers many varied services to its customers.  Custom map products for other state agencies have been a staple of the CIS for many years.  Some notable publications are Outdoor Discovery Maps, River Trail Maps, Fishing and Boating Map, State Parks Map, Pennsylvania National Guard Map, and the Official Turnpike Map.  Additionally, short notice graphic arts products are created for the Department and other state agencies.  The CIS artisans can turn out their designs in a variety of formats for publication on the web, in digital slide shows, in newspapers or magazines, and as color separate negatives.

Geographic Information Systems Section (GIS)

As an Information Technology (IT) service provider, GIS designs, builds, and maintains applications, and creates custom map products for a variety of PENNDOT business functions.  What sets GIS apart from cartography is the use of databases behind the map graphics for analysis and display.  Highway attributes such as bridge, pavement, maintenance features and activities, crashes, traffic, and construction projects can be integrated for analysis and display.  The GIS can also integrate roadway data with environmental data like archaeological sites, soils, and wetlands.

The GIS is built upon the base maps maintained by CIS, with GIS maintaining linkages between the roadway databases and map graphics.  [image: image6.png]


The roadway attributes are extracted weekly from the Department’s legacy systems.  New systems like Multi-Modal Project Management and video log are also integrated with the GIS.  Hardcopy maps or reports, raster images, and interactive web based mapping are utilized to convey GIS output.

Finally, the GIS provides help desk services and training to decentralized internal and external operators of GIS hardware, software, and data.

Systems Administration Section

The System Administration Section’s mission is to support hardware and software in CIS, GIS, and the Bureau.  Upon closer inspection, this entails coordinating purchases, loading software, installing hardware, contacting field engineers, tracking software licenses, and troubleshooting.  It also maintains the Bureau’s Internet and Intranet Sites.

This section is responsible for numerous servers, workstations, PCs, and plotters within the Bureau as well as in the district offices.

Geographic Information Division (GID)

The GID is a team of skilled people, cutting edge technology, and detailed data meeting the information needs of PENNDOT.

Customer Inquiries

Mgr.
Joe McGinnes
(717) 787-3200

CIS
Frank DeSendi
(717) 787-3738

GIS
Frank DeSendi
(717) 787-3738

Admin.
Dwight McClain
(717) 787-6036

Email: PennDOTMaps@dot.state.pa.us

Internet: www.dot.state.pa.us
Intranet: dot.state.pa.us
Geographic Information Division

P. O. Box 3654

Harrisburg, PA 17105-3654
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